Touch Tomorrow




Mission & Philesophy

The Priory's mission is to nurture each child's
inherent curiosity, develop an enthusiasm

for learning and encourage intellectual and
creative initiative, preparing the child to be a
responsible, tolerant and self-confident
global citizen,

The Priory believes that a child’s earliest
school years are the most important.

It is at this time that the seeds of academic
and life skills are sown. An environment

that is nurturing, secure, caring and aware of
individual needs is the key to future success.




We, the teachers and principal of The Priory

School, firmly believe that the children of our
school will grow up to be responsible,

productive, independent and wmh]ri&uli;lr - —
if they develop in a nurturing and respect ' ,
atmosphere where these values are h -
to be indispensable.




Past and Present

In Saptambear 1847, The Priory School
first opened its doors to 25 childran in
“Le Manoir,” an oid stone house in
N.D.G. Faor the founders, Frances E.
Ballantyne and Alphansine Howlett,
education was of premier importance,
as their own families were reaching
school age. They were convinced that
these early years could not be compro-
mised. Driven by thair vision of a struc-
lured yal creative education and by
young childrens thirst for care, attention
and academic stimulation, they founded
The Priory.

The number of students gradually
increased, and by 1949 the school
moved 1o the larger premises it oocu-
pies today, Lindsey House on The
Boulevard. The number of students con-
tinued to increase. To accommodate
thiz, the Ballantyna Building was con-
structed, adding a multipurpose hall,
classrooms, an art studio and lbrary.
It was officially opened by Governar
General Georges Vanier in 1961,

Saptember of 1928 saw the successiul
completion of The Priory Rajuvenation
Project, which provided the schoal with
a state of the art computer centre,
library, art room and multi-purpose gym-
nasium, Alphonsing Paré-Howlett Hall,
This allowed The Priory to remain at the
forefront of the elementary educational

community.

Today, The Priory welcomes approxi-
mataly 170 pupils and maintains the tra-
ditions that have made it so succassful
over time. In partnership with the par-
ents, the Priory works 10 ensure that
children are allowed 1o be children in a
small, wanm, orderly environment which
helps them develop their first learning

skills and nuriures a love of learning.

Frances Ballantyne, Co-foundes of The Priory




The school

The Priory 1s an independent, co-educa-
tional, English elemantary school offar-
ing classas from Kindergarien to the
and of Cycla ] (Grades K-G),

The Priory weicomes pupils who may
not otherwise be eligible for English
education in the province of Quebec,
As the school does not receive govern-
ment assistance, The Priory can provide
instruction in English to any child
regardless ol the parents’ origins or
languags.

Tha schoal s English Catholic and open
to all faiths. The school's philosophy is
ta nurture an Intarest in, a respect for,
and an appreciation of all the creseds
and nafions of our cosmaopaolitan
student body.

Enroliment

Tha Priory has an enrollment of approx-
imataly 170 students aach year. Class
size mnges from 20 to 24 students.

Atmosphears

The Priory offers a small. warm, caring
environment with an orderly structure.
The Priory believes this is the key 1o
helping children develop their first learm-
ing skills and ensunng that education
will continue to be a happy and reward-

ing expenance.

Profile of the Priory School

Location

Located in an economically stable,
quiet, residential area close to down-
town Montreal, The Priory offers a safe,
secure environment. The school's

spacious grounds include climbing
framas, a jungle gym and a sliding hill

for winter fun.

Facilitias

State-of-the-art computer centre, library,
French instruction room, multl-purposa
gymnasium, art studio, playground and
recreation field with a skating rink for

winter activities,

Administration

The school s administered by a Board
of Directors which includes active par-
ants, Tha Board, In closs coopearation
with the Principal, sets the overall
school palicies,

The Priory Parents' Assoclation

The Parents’ Association, 1o which all
panants belong, plays an active role in
the life of the school. (Supervision on
figld tnips, lunch tima duty, fundraiging,

socials, sfc.)




Curriculum

The Priory's environment and curriculum
are designed to provide & creative, well-
rounded |earning exparence with a strong
emphasis on tha basics. Mathamatics,
Language Arts, Science and Social
Studies are taught by the classroom
teacher, while subjects such as Frangais
langue seconde, Art, Physical Education,
Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) and Music ane taught
by specialists. ICT education begins in
Kindargartan and continues through
aach leval to Grade 6. Compuiter infor-
mation and communication technology
are not acquired in isolation but are tirm-
Iy imtegrated into the curriculum,

At The Priory, the average class size is
slrictly limited so students do not have
to compete for attention. In Kindergarten
and Cycle 1, teaching assistants help
meat tha children's individual needs,
while small class sizes and innovative
team teaching strategies ansura that
effective and meaningful learning takes
place during those important formative
years of primary education. The collabo-
rative leaming/teaching framework which
s evident atl all levels, provides a
balance between individual and inter-
dependent learning. emphasizing seif-
discipling and communication skilks.

The Priory was founded as a Catholic
school and today, as always, welcomes
students of all backgrounds while main-
taining its spiritual and moral integrity.
The universal values commaon to all
faiths are promoted and integrated inta
the religious program,

The curriculum is not confined to the
classroom and many activities are
arganized which allow children to further
develop social and cooperative skills
and sall-confidence. Our Integrated
Soience program, with links (o both
Canadian and Amancan universities, has
studants from Cycla 3 warking collabo-
ratively together in teams to discover
and solve all manner of *hot” scienca
topics. The Math program from
Kindergarten to the end of Cycle 3,
incorporates hands-on learning and the
teaching of Chess with traditional math-
emalic principals. Accolades from The
Bar Association of Montreal and The
Commaonwaalth Eazay Contest attest to
tha high leval of literacy that our
Language Aris program provides to our
students. As a school spacializing in
elementary education with no high
school attached, our students hava to
and do maintain a high academic stan-
dard in order o be admitted into the
indepandant high schools of Montreal,
In fact, many of our students recaive
academic scholarships rom these
institutions.

Above all, we beliava children should be
allowed to be children: to sing, to per-
form In thefr awn plays and concers, to
play games. 1o discover the city's muse-
urmg, axplore the world around them and
never cease 10 wonder,

*Cyele curriculurm guides are available

upon request.







Above all, we believe children should be
allowed to be children: to sing, to perform
in their own plays and concerts, to play
games, to discover the city's museums,
explore the world around them and never
cease to wonder,




A wida range of extracur-
ncular activities is offered
aftar school batween
3:20 pom, and 4:20 p.m.
A faw examples ane:
« Chaoir
- Skating
- Drama
Chess
Arts and Crafts
Intramural Sports
- SCienca
ComputerSclence

Franch Appreciation

The Priory takes pride in
Its two co-ed inter-
scholastic sporls teams,
soccer and baskelball,
which have brought
recognition for both quall-
ty of play and spaortsman-
ship, Participaticn,
whather interscholastic or
Intramural, as supporters
or players, develops a
strong sense of teamwork
and nespect for healthy
competition, This builds
character and instills 8
collaborative spiril, assan-
tial for tuture growth and

BUCCERES.

Tha Priary hasts an annu-
al Chess Tournament,
which serves as a pre-
provincial match-up for
chess aficionados of
Quebec Association of
Indepandant Schools

In keaping with the
school's sansa of famiky,

The Priory holds an anni-

al Field Day and Famity
Barbecue each June
whene present, past and
future parents and stu-
dents expanence the
essence of The Priory
community in a lun-filled

aftarncon.



Information

Schoal Hours

School begins at 8:15a.m.
for all students.

Dismissal time Is stag-
pgerad:

Kindergarten - 2:45 p.m.
Cycla 1 -3:00 p.m
Cycle 2 &3 - 315 pm
Racraation times ar also
staggerad to ansure

pupiis’ comiort and safety

Pre/post school
supennsian

Pupils are supervised in
the schoolyard starting at
7:45 a.m. The aftar-
school program runs from
3:45 to 6:00 p.m. svery
day on tha school pram-
ises. The program
includes homawork
suparvision, playtima,
structured activitles and a
light snack, Farents may
choose o register stu-
dents on a regular or
drop-in basis, as the
need arises. In the event
of delays, parents can
rest aasured that their
children are suparvisaed
and cared for until they
amrive, Thia afier-school
supenision |s available to
all Priory students under
a saparate fee.

Assemblies

The Priory's twice weakly
assembles are an Impor-
tanl aspect ol school life,
offering tha children the
opportunity to gather as
mambars of tha Priory
family. At thesa times,
they share Priory news,
acknowladge achieve-
mants, reflect, pray, sing
and exparience the spirit

of our communi Iy.

Lunches

One of the highhights of
tha Priory day I8 ths dali-
cious hot lunch, freshly
praparad each day in our
own kitchan, Lunch hours
are a ttme of ghared
enjoyment and responsi-
bilities by =tafl and puplis
alike. Parents 100 arm

invited to share our tablal

Uniform

All Priory pupils are
required 1o wear the stan-
dard Priory uniform start-
ing In Grade 1.
Kindergarten is required
1o waar the physical edu-
catian uniform daity while
all other Priory students
wear their gym attire on

physical education days.

Uniform items, new and

used, are available from
The Potter Boutique,
localed in the school.




Here's what
they say about
The Priory...




*The Priory girls fit right
in @l Sacred Heart and
we value their wonderful
sansa of community,
Theay are well-prepared
for a full academic and
Cultural life and thair
infectious spirit comple-
mants the atmosphers
that we are developing
for our students.”

Elalne Brooks,
Headmistress. The Sacred
Hoart Schoal of Montreal

“Studdents from The Priory
are always wall prapared.
They have a solid aca-
demic foundation, con-
tribute significantly 1o
Loyola's extracurricular
activity programs and
bring with them a good
sanse of salf discipline
and respect for others.”
Erith Fitrpatrick, Principal
of Loyala High $chool

"Without question, the
viast majority of girts have
had great success in their
academic and extracurric-
ular work. One consistent
azpact of The Priory giris
has been their citizenship.
Their concemn for the wal-
fare of others speaks well
of the culture and ethos
of The Priory.”

Ceotfray Dowd, Principal,
Tralalgar School for Girls

'3 e
-

“We warmly welcomes
students from The Priory.
Your students are weil
prapared for the academ-
ic and extra-curmcular
challenges of LCC's
Middla Schoal, It's obwvi-
ous that they are prod-
ucts of a warm, caring
and supportive school
and they adapt quickly
hars at LOC. "

Dr. Paul Bannett,
Headmaster, Lower Canada
Collsge

“The Priory students
arrive at Selwyn House
prepared to engage posi-
tively in the challenge that
learning requires.”

William mitchell,
Headmaster, Salwyn House

“Craating a caring anvi-
ronment whera the child
comes above all else and
wher no affort s spaned
in helping each one
develop to his or her full
potential will continua to
be our task.”

John Maringlll, Principal,
The Priory

“The Priory has been a
sacand home for my
children, providing them
in their formative years
with a truly unique learn-
ing experiance. Undar the
loving guidance of a dedi-
cated staff my children
achieved academic excel-
lance and developed
intallactually, morally and
socially, Countless gener-
ations of childran, includ-
ing mysell, have passed
through its doors on the
way io lsading succassful
and meaningful lives,”
Magda Bruee, Interpreler,
former student and parent
of three Priory students

“I have been doubly
blessaed o ba able to

work in an environment
whare | am ancaouraged
and motivated to ba the
best teacher that | can
b and to have sant my
two children to 8 school
which not anly provided
tham with an axcellent
academic education, but
also gave them the sall-
confidence and hurman
values necessary o
becoma good citizens of
the world.”

Debra Merritt, Kindergarten
toacher and parent

“It was apparent during
ouir visit that the teachers
and all tha staff ssam to
believe in the importance
of providing children with
a small-group, canng, yat
structured environment...
wa balleva that in such
an environment our son
will thrive.”

Prospective Parent follow-
ing Open House

“My school has the begst
school yard evar

There is a jungle gym,
playground and a skating
rink.” GCrade z student




“The Priory takes a large
place in my hearl. Whan

| wake up in the morming |
know I'm not going 1o a
big monster school, I'm
gaing to my ather famity,
my school family. Tha
Priary is my second

home.” Grade & studen

*All four children in my
family attended The Priory
n the 1860 and my par-
ants wore very involved in
schoal lite. The Priory has
always been a strong
community with a high
level of parental iInvolve-
mant, but &l the samsa
time surprisingly interna-
tional and multicultural in
it make-up. An axcellant
education is fundamental,
but the ability to Impart a
strong set of shared val-
uas and community s
more important now than
ever | see in The Priory
of loday, a school that
places a high priovity on
cultivating an apan mind,
an Inquisitive spiril and a
sense of salf in ralation-
ship lo others; this is why
| chose The Priory for my

son.” Diane Wickham,

Alumna and parent of a
Priory student

“The years fram
Kindergarten to grade six
are highly significant in
the intellectual, emational
and spiritual development
of all human baings
These are the years to
develop salf-confidence
and sell-awarenass, whila
at the same lime coming
o mealize the neads of
athers,

The child’s innate curipsi-
ty neads 10 be guided in &
way that keaps that
curiosity alive to grow into
a life~long Intellectual
curiosity. And this hap-
pens only in an atmos-
phara not of drudgery but
of joy in the act of laarn-
Ing-experiencing what
Bernard Lonergan has
termed ‘the pure desira to
know",

This is the image | have
always noted in the
Pricry's school agenda.”
I. Martin O'Hara,

Farmer member of the
Board of The Priory Schoal,
Retired Professor of
Education, McQill
University, and
Viee-president (Academic)
Thomas More Institute

"l am a new studant in
grade 5. My mom and
dad visitad many schools
but said the Priory was
tha best. The atmos-
phere is very friendly and
the teachers are the best,
It's fun o learn”.

New student grade 5

“I really enjoy the schoal
subjects: they're interest-
ing and you learn a ot
from them. | love being
encouraged to try hard
and learn all | can.”
Crade 5 student

“The Priory was a great
place that lald the foun-
dation for the rest of my
life. Academically, it pre-
pared me for the rigors of
high school, but most
importantly, whan | think
af The Priory, | think of
giving to others. The
Priory instilled a sanse of
community In me, some-
thing that & a major part
of me today.”

Andrew Crove, Alummnus

(|




THE PRIORY SCHOOL

THE PRIORY SCHOOL
3120 The Boulevard
Montréal, QC H3Y 1R9

rel 514 935 5966 fux 514 935 1428
admissions@prior.gec.ca
WwWWw.priory.gc.ca
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